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WASHINGTON (UPI) — A top 
congressional military authority 
said Saturday “the missile gap 
i*. real" but the United St*** 
is stronger than Russia in total 
military power. 

The statement came from Rep. 
( i -orge H. Mahon, 'D-Tex., chair* 
man of the House Appropriations 
>SulKommitlae that passes On the 
multi-billion dollar defensa budg- 
H each year. It appeared cer- 
ium to add fuef to the already 
raging controversy over the rela- 
nc position of this country and 
ttif Soviet Union in rocket 
power. 

Mahon, one of the few mem- 
bers of the Congress with access 
to practically every military 


secret, said "the general feeling 
Is that a mtsstts gap exists and 
will continue to exist .through 
UH, 1M and im, M • / 

"But the degrta of the gap Is 
nnot as serious as believed ta 
1958," he told United Poses Inter- 
national. "Though the missile 
gap is real, I am convinced that 
when It comes to oveniB military 
strength, we are superior to the 
Soviet Union.” . 

GW Critical ■’ 

Mahon's statement came as 
Republicans kept up a drumfire 
of criticism of the Kennedy ad- 
miniftrptk» oa the "gap” issue. 

It all began this week when 
what was supposed to. have been 
a "background briefing" of raill- 


■ A 


taor affairs reporter* by' Pe- 
fenae Seqrebuy viebert S. Mc- 
Namara resulted ta a rash of 
ditches aaying ffe" 
had determined tUt bounty Is 
dot behind Russia th mbrites. 

This was put up to President 
Kennedy— who said several times 
during his election campaign that 
a missile gap did or would exist. 
Kennedy told newsmen at his 
Wednesday press conference that 
it was too soon to ' know the 
getual relative position of the 
United States and Russia in 
rocket progress. 

Another GOP House leader, 
Chairman William E. Miller, N. 
Y,- of the Republican Congres- 
sional (campaign) Committee, 
said ia a statement that Ken- 
nedy should ’'dose the integrity 
gap between trip campaign stats' 
meats and the facts which have 
caught up with him place ta frfa g 
office." 

.MUier, 0d that had K< 
baba as candid last atabmn 
lit how, "ha perhaps Khcid 
Mat die • 

have ’ gained tbe tespapt' — , 
people for his forthrightdeai, , 
Meantime, t^e House «nd:9«h- 
ate Armed Services Committed* 
separately called McNamara and 
fils top military aides to hear- 
ings,' probably cioeed, at which 
the United States defense posi 
. tion, including latest estimates on 
j missiles will be fully explored. 
Dates Listed 

Chairman -Richard B. RueseB 
D-Ga., set the Senate inquiry to 
start Feb. 20. Chairman Carl 
Vinson. D-Ga.. of the House 
Armed Services group scheduled 
his hearings to Start Feb. 2Ji 
In another facet of.thet contro- 
versy, a Houite Appropriations 
Subcommittee handling military, 

, construction will start a three- > 
May inquiry Monday lnm alleged 
lags on construction of missile - 
bases. • * 
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... in his Interview With 

UPI, indicated that this was onv, 
of (be cmdaf aspects of the 
problem. 

'Mahon’s* latest briefing came 
from' Allen W. Dullest director of 
die Central Intelligence Agency. 
However, Mahon did not link his 
remarks to Dulles. 

•• Mahon said that the term 
“missile gap” as used in the past 
usually has referred to a lead in 
intercontinental range missilas. 
He noted that the United States 
now has an effective weapon 
ia the submarine-carried Polaris, 
an intermediate range missile, 
which is considered by many 
equal to or even suprrim to 
Land-based ICBMs because of its- 
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